(0.1Mpa). Na 2 EDTA·2H 2 O (3.6114 g, 0.01mol) was then added into the bottle and TEOS (4.166g, 0.02mol) was dropped into the bottle another hour later. The reaction was kept in a static condition at a certain temperature for 6 days. N 2 was bubbled into product suspension at 70 o C for an hour when the reaction was completed. The Electronic Supplementary Material (ESI) for RSC Advances. This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2017 product was ultrasonically washed by distilled water and acetone for 6 times (5 minutes per time) at room temperature. Mesoporous silica product was obtained after vacuum dry at 70 o C.
Reuse of soft template
The solutions after bubbling N 2 and washing were collected, evaporated and then extracted with diethyl ether. The layer of diethyl ether was evaporated and viscous liquid was then obtained. The viscous liquid was weighted and added into a bottle with distilled water. The bottle was connected with CO 2 cylinder (0.1Mpa). The transparent solution was then used as template for the mesoporous silica as described above. 
